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REFORMATION 


I'N. 


Wozſhipping of G PD 


REQUER ED 


According to the Means afforded of a clearer 


Knowleds of the Divine Will. 


YE find the Apoſtles Burnabas 
and Paul at Lyſltra, telling 
the People who were ready 
ro worthip them under the 

Notion of their Gods Jupiter and Mercuricy, 
and faying, We are Men of like Paſſims with 
you, and preach unto you, that ye ſhould turn 
from theſe Vanities unto the Living God, —-who 
in times paſt ſuffered all Natiins to walk in 
their own ways : Nevertheleſs, h2 did good, 
and gave us Rain from Heaven, and fruitful 
Seaſons, filling our Hearts with Ford and Glad- 
reſs. As 14.15,16,17, As 1t he fhouwld 
{ay, The true God in all Times before gave 
Teſtimony of himfelt by Creation, and 
Common Providence; however he did nor 
{ſoon execute Vengeance upon Idolatrous 
Nations as they deſerved, bur fiffercd them 


ro walk after their own Imaginations, as you 
at this Day : Pur now he does by us, attend- 
cd by miraculous Power, call you to Repen- 
rance. Likewite the ſame Apoſile Paul 
preaching ro the Athenians, among whom he 
had tound an Altur, with this Inſcription, 
TO THE UNK\0N GOD, tells them thus : 
Whom therefore ye ignorantly worſhip, him de- 
clare T unt9 you. - God that made the World, 
and all Things therein, ——- in whom we lie, 

and myoe, and hve our being, = F:raſmiucn 
as we are his Off-jpring, we ovght nit to think 
that the Godlead is like unto Gold or Sit- 
ver, XC. fluch Things as they worſliipped 
fim by. Euc he tells them « 1rhial, that the 
times of titis Igiizrance God winked at, They 
had not fiich cicar Diſcoverics cf Kim as the 
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7ews, therefore Gud bare with chem : But 
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now (Airh he) he commandeth all Men EVERY 
WAERE to repen! : How fo? Becauſe he hath 
appointed a Day in which he will judg the 
World-in Righteouſn?ſ. whereof he hath gi- 
ven aſſurance { Faith ] unto all Men, | to wit, 
to whom it is preached |] in that he hath raiſed 
Fejus from the Dead, Atts 17.23,24,28,29,31. 
According to chis M. thod of dealing more 
ſeverely with thuſe that have more of Light 
and Knowledg, Gud threatens 7ſrael, ſaying 
by 4mns, Chap. 3. 2. Tou only have I known 
of all the Families of. the Earth: therefore 
will I puniſh you for all your Iniquities, For 
(as the Pſulmiſt favs) He fheweth his Word's 
unto jacob, hs Statutes and Judgments unt9 
Ifracl. He hath mt dealt ſo with any Nation : 
and as for his Tudgements they have not known 
them, And our Lord Chriſt upbraids the 
Ciries wherein mcit of his mighty Works 
were done, becauſe they repented not, fay- 
ing, It ſhall be more tolerable for Tyre and 
Sidon at the day of Judgment than for you, 


Upon this ground we may ſately judg that 
our Foretathers who lived when the Popith 
{Encrance, Superſtition and Idolatry pre- 
vaild, ſhall be mercitully dealt with 1n the 
day of Judgment, provided they were De- 
vour and Charitable according to their 
Knowledg : Bur we cannot judg ſo favour- 
ally of rhofe in the Days of che Reformation, 
who perſiſted in thoſe Impieries of worſhip- 
pinz as God, a Confecrared Water; and as 
Mediators and Helpers,d-ad Men and Women, 
1nvocatings them, and Angels whom they 
know not; wich an hundred orher groſs Su- 
perſtitions and Follies, It it was the Duty 
of all Chriſtians, efpecially of the Teachers 
and Leaders, to labour atter a clearer Know- 
ied of the Will of God, and the Worinh'p 
becoming Him, and acceptable to Him, ard 
2 practiſe ſutably ; and the Retormers d'd 
fo: Then they rizat were either negligent 1n 
ſeeking to know, or for Carnal Refpetts diſo- 
bedient to their Knowledg, are highly guilty, 
and- may expea& the Puniſhment of thoſe 
that know their Great Maſter's Will, and do 
IT nt. . 


And is it reaſonable to ſuppoſe that in fo 
great a Detection from, and Corruption of 
the true Worlhip of God, thoſe Corrupters 
did 1Ull maintain the true Notion, Idea or 
Conception ot God. as an Obje& of Worſhip 
in all his Attribures? No, fo far from thar, 
that the Learned Men in the 12th Century 
ſaw clearly, that thoſe Terms of Trinity, 
three coequal Perſons in God, whereof each 
is Eternal, Almighty, All-knowing, Infinite, 
Perfect God, and the like, did beger in the 
Minds of Chriſtians, both Clerzy and Laity 
(as they diſtinguith'd) and in ſome of the 
very Learned, the Conception and Notion of 
three equal Gods, however call'd One ; 
therefore was Convened that very great 
Council of Lateran,. Anno 1215, wherein it 
was decreed, that thoſe Words and Terms 
abovenamed ſhould be taken in ſuch a Senſe 
as 1mports not three underſtanding Spirits, 
Minds or Subſtances ; bur one only, with 
three Properties, Conſiderations or Operati- 
ons, as one and the fame Man may bear three 
Perſons, to wit, ot a Father, a Lord, a Huſ- 
band : Or as the one real Perſon or Spirir 
which God 1s, may be conceived as Original 
Mind the Father, and as Reflex Wiſdom the 
Son, and as the fame Perſon willing and 
loving himſelf, the Holy Ghoſt. Bur they 
ſtill made uſe of thoſe Terms aforemention- 
ed in their Worſhip and Liturgies, and gave 
no ſufficient Intimation of the alteration of 
their meaning ; by which means the common 
People and many cf the Learned, and all the 
leſs Learned Clergy ſtill rook thoſe Terms in 
the Heretical Senſe rhey had been ſo long 
uſed ro. Infomuch that even at this Day 
this is the Senſe generally of the Unlearned 
Proreſtants, and of very many of the Lear- 
ned. Whence it came to pals that the Dean 
of Paul's, Dr. Sherl::k , writing 4 Vindica- 
tion of the Dodrine of the Bleſſed Trinity, 
a-1inſt rhe Briet Notes upen the 4thanaſian 
Crecd, calls that Doftrine, of three Relative 
Perſons 11 cne Real Perſon, Hereſy and Non- 
ſenſe, and expreſies himſelt in thoſe very 
Terms of three Spirits, three Minds, three 
Subſtances ; And divers of the Biſhops and 
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Learncd Men have publiſhed their Explica- 
tions of the three real Perions in God to rhe 
fame effect, pa: grimay the moſt In; genious 
and Learned Mr. How has, in his Enquiry, 5c. 
and the Detences of it given out that fbere 
are three Divine PerſMns in the Godhead. reatly 
mignogh. ſo that they have a delicious Society 

7 Converſatim wit! each other. See Iis 
ery &c. pag. 18, And in the ſame place 
he ſay s, -T will not thank him | the Confi- 
derer ] for acknowledging it t» have been the 
Opinion of the Fathers generally, 1 ot only Ante- 
Nicene and PO; but Poſt-Nicene 709, for 
fome following Ages. 

On the other hand, Dr, $---th has-pub- 
liſhed rivo very bitter tho learned Bocks 
againſt Dr. Sher locy, on the account ot that 
Dofrine: the latter he titles, Tritheiſ:; 
charged upm Dr. Sherlock's Nation * of the 
Trinity, And the Heads of Colleges and 
Halls wich the Vice-Chancellor oft Oxford 
have decreed, upon occafion ot a Sermon 
preached before 'em, atierting, thar the three 
Perſons in the Trinity are three d1{iinet In- 
finite Niinds or Spirits, (which 1s exactly 
Dr. Sher lick's Dottrine) . that thoſe Words 
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arc f al Cy nm} Its al 1A her elicadt. di; Tgrectlg, 
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and contrary to the Doetrine of the Cathalick 


Church, and ſpecially of the Church of Eng- 


land publickly received, 


In anfiver to this Decree Dr. Sherlock 


wrircs a Trad he titles A Modeſt Examination 
F the Oxrtord Decrze ; wherein he ſays 
(rap, 6.) Twill undertake any Day in the Tear, 
to procure a Meeting of twice as many, as wiſe 
ond trarned Men, to ceniure their Decree, 1 
have noted rhefe Paiſages our of theſe 
carned Controvertiſts, to ſhew how vaſtly 
they difter, and how dang gerous to Salvation 
they recon each orhers Faith arc Worſhip 3 
and ver how confdently they on torh Sides 
lay claim to the Fathers and Catholick 
Church, 

Now this Point being by both Parties 
accounted 4 Fundamental ot Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, wherein our Eternal Eftate 1s neceſ- 
farily CONNER 6, cvery one thar is ſerious 
ind duly careful, "muſt now berake himſelf ro 


a deep Confideration of the Pilerence be- 
tween theſe two Explications of thoſe 
Terms; which perhaps he thought betore 
had bur one only Senſe. And we muſt nor 
fay, as we were wont, that it's roo high a 
DoGttrine for us to underſtand and determin ; 
for that 1s to talk as Parrots, and t5 pretend 
thar protefſing to believe Sounds and Words 
without Sente, and to worſhip an unknown 
God, is the neceſſary Chriſtian Faith and 
Worſhip. This {trange Dottrine was the great. 
Bone of Contention among Chriſtians, and 
produc'd infinite Wars, Contutions, Hatreds, 
and Maflacres of tlie contending Parties 
tor ſeveral Ages atrer the Deceate of the 
Apcſtles and Apoſtolical Men ; and has 1 
all Ages heen diſpured by ſome cr as 
ſerious and underſ anding Chriſtians, ſome 
of which have been made Martyrs cr Con- 
teflors for their Conſcience roward Gud. 
And fince the Retormation began, there 
have been divers Perſons in other Countrics, 
and fome in Eng/and, who have undergone 
that Hell-deviſed Death of Burnins, tor 
aftertins che Linty of God, and Lordihip of 
fetus Chrifi, Bur now within thefe ſeven 
or eighr Year:, this Conroverſy having 
been more accurately handled, it appears 
that the Doarine ot the Unitartars 1s the 
very Dottrine of the Univerſal! Church, if 
we may give credit tothe great Council of 
Lateran, I mentiion'd, neld near 500 Years 
ago, or the Learned Heads of Oxford atour 
fourrcen Months fince. I mean, tint che 
Council and Univertity agree with the Uini- 
heap in their Explications, tho nct in heir 

Words and Terms, which d5 indeed exprefs 
the Senſe of the Reaitits, Whoſe Sentiments 
we all oppoſe. 

And nuw that the Pretence ot My 
and Obſcuriry is done away, I wo 
to every conſcientious Perſon, —_— he 
!s not obliged by the Fear : nd Love of God 
to examine himfelt .1n wha Senfe he has 
hicherro wortipped God ; what COnceprion 
and Idea he had of nm ; whether as riiree 
cqual Almigiity real Perſ=ns cr SP! cir: , Or 
one only, It as three, whether ke 15 nor 

A 2 oblis 's, 


obtig'd in the higheſt Obligation to Repen- 
trance and Reformation ; it as one only Per- 
ſon or Spirit, then he 1s oblig'd to the ut- 
moſt humble Acknowledgments of Thanks 
and Praiſe tro God, who preſerv'd him in to 
great a Truth, amidſt fo great Obfcurity, 
among ſo great a Mulrtitude ot Erroncous. 
And further, I think he cannot chuſe bur pur 
off his Averſion and Animotity to thc Unita- 
rians, and acknowledg them ior true Chri- 
ſtian Brethren, labouring with them to pro- 
pagare the Faith of that great Prerogarive 
of the Moſt High, his Unity as well in Per- 
fon, as Spirit and Subſtance. : 

1 am very f{cnſible of the great Reſpett 
ard Reverence thar particular Perſons hear t5 
thoſe they have long been additted ro as 
Learned and Pious Men : Bur the Reflection 
15 obvious, that there are Perſons citeemcd 
Learned and P1ous on both Stdes ; fo thar 
this Argument from the Veneration we have 
for our Leaders, is as ſtrong againſt us as 
for us, and gives no greater value to the 
Dodrine of the one than of the other. Ir 
is indeed a Popiſh Dofcrine and Practice, 
when we are determined to Faith and rhe 
Profeſſion of it, nor by the Light in our 
Underftandings, bat by the Preterence we 
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give to one above another that ariſeth front 
our Aﬀections. And poflibly a Learned 
Man may be able to give ſuch a Senſe to the 
Words he uſes in worthipping God, as may. 
make ir innocent, which the leſs Learned 
are not able ro do, toratmuch as it depends. 
upon Metaphyt:cal Diſtin&tions, which bur a 
few are verſed in. But we cannot be ex- 
cus'd 11 our Worſhip of God, it we offer 
him a blind or a diſhononrable Service. The 
Periction of the Goſpel-Worſhippers lies in 
tliis, that we worſhip him in Spirit and 
in Truth : Bur that Worſhip is nor in Spirit 
tat 1s nt 12 Linderſtanding, and a Scnie 
both in our Minds and Hearts of whar we 
lay to the Divine Majeſty : And that is nov 
in Truch which 1s nor a ſubſtantial Acknow- 
ledgment of Excellency 16 Himſelt, ane 
Ecnehts to us above and in all others whom- 
{oever, 

Bur thar I may nor enly put you upon 
reformarton of your Conceptions of God 
when you worſhip him, I wil propoſe to 
you ſuch plain Scriptural Exprefſions con- 
cerning God the Father, rhe Son and Holy 
Spirir, as readily ſuggeſt rv us true and 
pious Notions of thoſe Sacred Three, and 
which do not contradict one another. 


4 Confeſſim of Faith, &c. 


| 4 Believe there is a God, that 
big is, an Eternal, Almighty, 
Y only wife and only good 
\ 4 Spirit, Creator of Heaven 
cc 


and Earth, the Father of all, 
the God and Father of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, and our God and 
Father; and that this God is 
One in the moſt perfect Senſe of 
Oneneſs, whereby all other rea! 


Perſons or Spirits are excluded 
from Godhead ; therefore ſaith 
our Lord Chriſt, The firſt of all 
the Commandments is, Hear O 
Iſrael, the Lord our God 1s one 
Lord [or the Lord is One.] And 
thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy Feart, &c. Mar.12.29. 
Which if we perform to one, 
we cannot perform to more 
© than 
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than one. And the ſame Chriſt 
repelled the Temprer (deſiring 
to be - worſhipped) mm theſe 
Words: Thou ſhalt worſhip the 
Lord thy God, and him ONLY 
{halt thou ſer UC, Mart. 4. 
only whom the Jews, and Jeſus 
a Jew, and all Men ought to 
worſhip and ſerve, 1s that one 
God. 


T1. 
TIS 


that Jeſus the Son of 
Virgin 1s that great 
the Meliias or Chritt, 
who was Pro- 


? 
Uy the Pro- 


1 
int 


P, ophet, 
and Son of od, 
pheſted of by Moſes, 
phets, and in the Pſalms, Luke 
24. 44 T hat his God and Father 
fan@ified and ſent him " inftis_ the 


&& Wovld, being anointed with the Ho- 
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ly Ghoſt and with Power m0 went 
avout doing good, and healing all 
that were epprefſ Jed of the De CIITA 
for God was with him, Acts 10. 
This. Fefus of ? Nazareth, a Man 
approved of God among the Jews, 
by CN LT, 070 ers and SS ns 
whico God did by him — HM -— 
ye have taken,and by wicked Hands 
have cruciſt Fi and | (ain : whom God 
hath raiſed up, and exalted with his 
right hand to be a Prince and a $4- 
wur, to give Repentance to Iſracl, 
and Remilhon of Sin Tis Jeſus 
having receiv'd of the Fatiur the 
+" 1s | ball Ly ; 
forth hen. the Ajefter cad Diſer 
4, Ap C 
ples. 
Iſrael tow aſſuredly. that God bath 
made that ſame eſus, whom ye have 
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Therefore let all the Houſe of 


crucific, both | Lord and Chrift, 
To him was committed all Power i 
Heaven andin Earth: Go ye there- 
fore (ſaith he) bap- 


: : Adminiſtraba- 
$4 N7; 4 11377 _ 

1%C all N ations (74:0 tur Baprifmus, 

the Name of the Fa- ur log uitur Hi- 
ther, who gave him larius, in con- - 

% "- ” -_ Y 7191.2 oy ik 

that Power ] and of fellone XC Au 
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the Son, [who re- 
ceiv'dit ] and of the 
Holy Ghoſt, the Gitt 
or Power it felt. ] And becauſe 
ve mumbled bu ſe: if, and becaine ove - 

[0 Dea, even te Death of 
tre Croſs, therefore Gog bath vignly 
exalted him, aid gruven nm a Name 
avyye every Name, tuat at the 
Name of Jeſus every Knee ſhould 


genitt & Dont. 
Grot. in loc. 
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Low -—— and every Toi ue {bould 
confeſs, that Jeſus ts FR to the 
Glory a God the Fatoer, [1H0W 


' can they be excuſed of Denying 


the Fatuer this Glory of Exalting 

Chriſt, who ſay he was the moſt 
nigh Lord betore his ExSitate- 
on] All Tudgment 15 committed 
to the Son by the Father, that all 
Men Sold DGR0UY the Son, even as 
tivcy | Ponour the Father that ſent 
1his 1s that which Chriſt himfeit 
teach tor the obtaining of 
Eternal Life, that we might know 
(and acknowledsg) the Fathr the 
only true God and jeſus C 'h;ift whovs 
he bath ſent. And the [Vord of 
Faith 1s this, viz. That if thow 
ſhalt confeſs with thy. Aouth the 
Lord Jeſus, and {halt Mclicve 1 
thine Fleart thit God raiſed bim 
& from. 
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©« from the Dead, 
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thou ſhalt be 
ſaved. 

<« ]n fine, it appears from Holy 
Scripture, that God did fo dwell 
and work in the Son, thathe and 
the Father were in that reſpect 
one; and by reaſon of that One- 
neſs, Chriſt might be called not 
only the Son of God, but God, 
in the ſame Senſe, as himſelf 
argues, Job, 10. 35, 36, 37. But 
it's always to be underſtood that 
whatſoever Divine Works or 
Powers, Attributes or Names, 
Honour or Worſhip are given to 
the Son, which cannot agree to 
him as a Man exalted {imply and 
properly, they are all given to 
him by virtue of God even the 
Father dwelling and working and 
abiding in him. Thus our Lord 
tells Philip, He that hath ſeen me, 
hath ſeen the Father ,, and that the 
Father that dwelt in him, be did the 
Works :, he that believeth on me, 
believerh not on ine, but on him that 
ſent me, and he that ſeeth me, ſeeth 
him that ſent me, Hence the A- 
poſtle Peter ſaith, that Chriſt was 
manifeſt in theſe laſt Times for you, 
who by him believe in God that rai- 
ſed bim from the Dead, and gave 
him Glory, that your Faith and Hope 
might be in God. 

« Concerning the Holy Ghoſt it's 
clearly recorded in Scripture, 
that Jeſus being bajtized and pray- 
ing. the Heaven was opened, and the 
Holy Ghoſt deſcended on him im 4a 
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bodily Sbape like a Dove. ' Hence 
he 1s ſaid to be anointed with the 
Holy Ghoſt and Power , and that 
& becaſt out Devils by the Spirit or 
Finger of God, By the ſame Spi- 
* rit he pave Poner to his twelve 
Apoſtles, and ſeventy Diſciples, over 
unclean Spirits to caſt them out, 
and to heal all manner of Sickneſs. 


Thus the Miraculous Powers or Divine 
Works which Chriſt did, are ſometimes art- 
rribured to Chriſt himſelt, ſomerimes to God 
even the Father working in Chri{, ſometimes 
ro the Holy Ghoſt as fent of God to enable 
Chriſt : Ard fo the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit concur in the effeting of the ſame 
Work. In like manner, fince the Aſcenſion 
of Chriſt, the miraculous ſpeaking with 
Tongues 15 aſcribed to the Holy Ghoſt receiv- 
ed of the Father, and ſhed forth by the San 
who received him. This is the Scripture- 
Trinity in Unity. Bur as for that Trinity, 
which Dr. Sherlock and divers late Writers 
contend tor, viz. That the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt are three infinite diſtin Spirits, 


"Minds or Subſtances , I think with the lear- 


ned Heads of the Univerſity of Oxon, that 
they who knowingly worſhip ſuch a Triniry, 
do worſhiv three Gods, which is a matter 
of the higheſt moment to beware of; in Com- 
pariſon with which other Controverſies of 
Religion are of light Contideration. 

Bur notwithſtanding the great Impor- 
rance of ir, the danger of violating the firſt 
and chief Commandment, yer rhe moſt ſeri- 
pulous Pretenders to pure Worſhip, and the 
moſt zealous Contenders in ſmall matters 
will ſcarcely vouchſate to fpend a ſerious 
Thought upon it; nay think themſelves fo 
Infallible in this Point, that they reject the 
Confiderarions offer'd them concerning it 
with the greateſt Contempt. There have 
been many Tratts publiſh'd of late Years 
rouching this Controverſy, among which one 
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of worſhipping the Holy Ghoſt expreſly, xs a Perſon 
equal to, and diftin&t from the kather, Wherein 
both Contormiſts and Ditlenters are terioutly 
cail'd upon to juſtity to their ownContciences, 
cr £9 repent of, their Cuſtomary Worſhip: Bur 
this latter they have nor done, and 1r does 
not appear that they have or can do the for- 
mer ; tor I have not heard of any Anſwer 
ro that Print, or any Defence of the tra- 
Aice therein- impugned. On the contrary, 
Dr. S---th and the Oxford Heads in their 
W: irings again't Dr. Sherlock , and the Do- 
E&rine of three real Pertons or Spirits in the 
Trinity, (which they have condemned as 
falte, imp1ous and heretical, contrary to the 
Dottrine of the Catholick Church, and e- 
ſpecially of the Church of England :) Thote 
learned Men, I tay, have plainly confarm'd 
the Argument againſt Worthipping the Hy 
Ghoſt exprefly, as a Perſon or Spirit equal 
ro and diſtin& trom the Father, For under- 
tanding by rhe Perſon of the Holy Ghoſt a 
Spirit or intelligent Being diftin& trom the 
Father, (as the Author of that Tract abour 
Worlhipping the Holy Ghoſt does) they pro- 
nounce ſuch Doctrine, ard much more tuch 
Worſhipping ro be impious and heretical, 
Bur you'll ſay, thoſe icarned Heads do iti! 
allow the Worſhip of the Church of' Eng- 
land, wherein the Holy Ghoſt is worſhipped 
exprelly as a diſtin& Perſon trom the Father, 
I grant they do: Bur then you muſt deeply 
con(ider that they put quite another Senſe 
upon the word Per/on than the Generaliry 
ot Worſhippers borh learned and unlearned 
are wont to do; for they mean oy the Per- 
fon of the Holy Ghoſt, that one Perſon of 
God the Father as San&iner, or as internally 
related to himſelf, as a Lover of himſett, and 
fo proceeding of himſelt: In which Sentes 
they have the Unitarians agreeing witn 
chem. Bur I doubt the Generality oft Wor- 
ſhippers whecher in the Church cr Coaven- 
ticle do not, nor can in their Devotions form 
in their Minds any fuch Notion or Idca of the 
Holy Ghoſt, wien they worſhip him expretly 
25s diltin& trum the Father : And it they do 
nor, then is their Worſhip cenfuur'd by thote 


learned Men as falſe, impious and hereti- 
cal. 

Now tho* no Arguments from Scripture 
or Reaſon, nor the Fear of God could prevail 
witlr Men, againſt cheir Argument of Num- 
ber and Cuſtom, to open their Eyes to the 
clear ſhining Lighr, yer I hope that now they 
find their Party divided, and conſequently 
their Number broken, they will confider the 
Merits of the Cauſe, and endeavour to fa- 
tisty their Conſciences in the Obje& of their 
Divine Worſtup ; that they willar lenzth ſee 
with their own Eyes, and not blindly follow 
the Multitude, and like Papiits (not Pro- 
teſtants) believe and worſhip as the Church 
believes and worſhips, withour underſtand- 
ing- in what Senſe : And that they will 
oblige their Preachers to rell them what Con- 
ception they ought to have of Almighty Ged 
in their worſhipping of him, and not leave 
them, as they have hitherco done, in danger 
of an impious Worſhip, or of the Worthip 
of three coequal Gods, For tho rhey would 
not fay the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit were three Gods, yer the Deſcriptions 
they gave of every one of thote three di- 
ſtin&ly trom each other, did as clearly repre- 
ſent them as three Gods as it they had faid ir 
in thoſe very Terms, From hence have 
aroſe all rhoie Diſputes, Contenrtions, Perſe- 
cuttons, and Slaughrers (I have mention'd) 
11 the tormer Ages of the Church, as the 
ſeveral Parties could ger the Emperor on 
their Side. For whilſt one Party was zeal- 
ous for the Oneneſs of God, and another for 
the Trinicy or Threeneſs of God ; the Honour 
of the All-glorious God, and our Veneration 
of himare ſo deeply concern'd, that the Uni- 
rarians muſt neceflarily be condemn'd (as 
they were) 1n the moit enormous Guilt of 
denying the Acknowledgment and Worſhip 
Ct wn Almigiiry Perfon, and Spirit, each of 
which had an equal Right to be acknow = 
ledzed and worthtp'd as a Ferfon or Spirit, 
which they did werſhip as rhe moſt High - 
God. On the other hand, the Unitarians 
could do no lefs than accuunt thoſe Trini- 
eariars as Tritheiſts, or Worſhippers gre 
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Gods, whilſt they did expreſly worſhip 
three diſtintt Perſons or Spirits equally All- 
mighty, All-knowing, All-zood, Infinire and 
Erernal, one as another ; which is a tull De- 
{cription of three Gods, And tinis it 15 at 
this day, as maniteſtly appears by the hot 
Contention berween the Realtits headed by 
Dr. Sherlock, and rhe Nominals headed by 
Dr. S--th, as I have faid : For the Nomi- 
nals are Unirarians in tenſe and meanmng,tho 
not in Words. 

Are not then your Preachers highly guil- 
ty, in that they have nor warn'd you of that 
zreat Hazard you were in, 1 your daily 
worſhipping of the Great and Holy God ? 
Some of *<m that are learned, and undertitood 
che great Importance of the different Senti- 
ments of theſe rwo Parties, have declar'd 
rhemſelves in Print : Bur wiictcher they did 
in their Pulpirs I know nor, you that heard 
tiem can beſt tell; and when you examin 
your Conſciences,you may acquit or condemn 
your ſelves in this matter, as you do know- 
ingly worſhip God as One all-wife Spirit, 
Mind or Subſtance, or Three 1ftich. In like 


manner may you judg ot the Skill and Faith- 


tulneſs of your Teachers, it they have or 
have aot duly informed you in this chiet- 
eſt and moſt weighty Point of Religion. 
They have been I know very diligent and 
.exrneſt in Decrying and Condemning the 
Unitarians under the name of Socinians, 
and in Aﬀerting the ſupreme Deity of the 
Son and Holy Spirit: Bur have they taught 
Vou (that vthich they can by no means agree 
ot amons themſelves) how toreconcile three 
Almighty diſtinct Spirits, fo as ro make them 
numerically one and rhe ſame Spirit ? Have 
they taughr you how to conceive of him 
that worihips God, that he is that God 


whom he worſhips ? Of him that'is ſent of 
God to do, not his own Will, but the Will of 
him that tent him ; thar he 1s chat God who 
tent him, and whoſe Will he came to do? 
Ot him chat withour Equivocation and with 
Afleverition ſays he can a» nothing (char is, 
no Miraculous Wort) f himſelf; thar he is the 
Almighty who can do all riings ot himfelt ? 
Have they taught you hor to believe him to 
be che moiſt high God, who denics himfelt 
to be ſo; bur conteſles another to be he ? or 
which 1s the ſame, how he could rhen be 
All-knowing as the Father, who denies him- 
{elf ro know the Day and Hour of Judgment, 
which the Father only knew? How he 
could be made by God a Prince and a Saviour, 
vio was always the moſt high Ged ? or be 
made and acknowledged ro be Lord to the 
Glory cf God the Farher, when he was 
Ercrnally the moſt high Lord and God as the 
Father ? Thele are bur a te:v of thoſe many 
Contradi&tions which you ſhonld be taughr 
to reconcile, according to the Dofrine of 
three Almighty Spirits or Perſons. Tf your 
Guides have taught you that in Erernity there 
was and is but one Almighty Spirit, who did 
in time maniteſt himſelt to dwell in and do 
miraculous Works by Jefus his Chriſt ; and 
who atter Chriſt was taken up into Heaven, 
did by him pour out the Holy Spirir upon 
rhe Apoſtles and Ditciples ; and did thereby 
con!tirute him his Son with Power according 
ro the Spirit of Sanftacation, not only ac- 
cording to the Fleſh as he was alſo the Son of 
David ;, then they and the Unitarians are of 
one and the ſame Faith ; and they are very 
injurious to inveigh againſt them as Blaf- 
phemers and Kereticks, whom they ought to 
acknovledg tor Chriſtian Brethren, and De- 
tenders of the Faith of the Goſpel. 


